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David Noble, pastor 
Ed Alstrom, music director and organist 
Jim Dodd, worship leader 
Dave Arndt, livestream producer 
Lauren Waisanen, livestream manager 
Emma Justice, worship tech help desk 
 
Have your Advent wreaths ready for lighting today. 
 
PRELUDE Quem Pastores  Helmut Walcha 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP1 

O that God would tear open the heavens  
and come down!  
Of that day or hour, no one knows, only God.  
Be alert! Keep awake!   
The time is drawing near: 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ,   
the Son of God. 

 
LIGHTING OF OUR ADVENT WREATHS The Worth Family 
Please have your Advent wreaths ready to light at this time. 

The Lord be with you! 
Watch and wait for Christ’s coming!    
Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love,  
remembering the promises of God with prayer.  
  
We light this candle in hope.   (Light the first candle.) 
  
We hear God’s promise of hope from the prophet Isaiah:  

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,   
           to the house of the God of Jacob;         
        that he may teach us his ways             
           and that we may walk in his paths.”        
 

 
1 Today’s liturgy reprinted with permission from Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship 
Companion, Copyright 2014. 
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      For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

      He shall judge between the nations, 
           and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
      they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
           and their spears into pruning hooks; 
      nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
           neither shall they learn war any more.  
  
Let us pray:    

Faithful God,    
out of the chaos we all experience,     
you bring the order of peace.      
Renew us in hope,    
that we may work toward 
Christ’s advent of peace 
among all nations.   

            
             God of promise, God of hope, 
    into our darkness come.  

 
HYMN #83 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

 
2. Israel’s strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
3. Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 
4. By thine own eternal spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
 
 



3 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Like a faded, dry leaf that the wind blows away,   
our sins dry us up;  
faded and brittle, we are carried off  
by the wrongs we have done. 
Yet God loves us still 
and is able to restore and renew us  
with the water of life.  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God-with-us,  
even in Advent, 
we confess that you can seem far away.   
You are hidden when we need you near.  
In our hurt, doubt, and fear,  
we do not try to draw closer to you;  
 
instead, we lash out— 
against you, our neighbor, even those we love. 
Forgive us, we pray, and come to save us!  
Let your face shine until our tears are dried, 
our sins are faded, and our hope is restored. 
 
After all, we belong to you,   
and in your hands, we can be made new. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
 

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

The grace of God, given to us in Christ Jesus,  
strengthens us to the end 
so that we may be blameless when Christ comes again. 
Thanks be to God, who is faithful   
and has called us into the fellowship of the Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord! 
This is the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

(if you are participating today through facebook, 
please register your peace for each other now) 
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, 
we also should forgive one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
1. Special offering- Liz Burkland 
2. Session has decided to offer an indoor worship service on December 13 at 10 a.m. There 

will be strict guidelines for this service, and the service will be shorter and simpler than 
the ones we have been doing like this one through Facebook. Signups will be required. 
Please look at your church email tomorrow morning for details. And please read them 
thoroughly.  

3. Send your Thanksgiving photos to us. We want to share our thanks and hope with 
each other! Send to pastor.centralpresbyterian@gmail.com 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Gracious God,  
heaven and earth will pass away,   
but your words will not pass away: 
Your Word stands forever.   
 
May our generation be attentive   
so that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
we remember your ways  
and gladly do right, 
meeting you wherever and whenever you appear.   
In Christ’s name we pray. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 13.24-37 
  

24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  
28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  
32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 
come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
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will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
awake.’ 

 
 
ANTHEM Every Valley John Ness Beck 
  Central Chancel Choir 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 

 
SERMON 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
    Maker of heaven and earth,  
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;      
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
    born of the Virgin Mary,     
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,      
    was crucified, dead, and buried;  
he descended into hell;  
 
the third day he arose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven     
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  
  
I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(If you are participating today on Facebook, please register your prayers now) 
 
Individual Prayers 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
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thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING 

New virtual giving opportunities- 
 Go to: 
https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/centralmontclair 

 
or, 
text “Give” to 973-315-6494 

 
HYMN #105  People, Look East 

1. People, look east. The time is near  
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 

 
2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

one more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 

One more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

4. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
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Set every peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 
POSTLUDE From Heaven Above to Earth I Come J.G. Walther 
 
 
Central’s Mission Statement: 
“As disciples of Jesus Christ and good stewards of God’s Grace, we are a caring, inclusive 
congregation that strives to grow in Christian faith, proclaim the Good News, and provide 
service in ministry to each other, our diverse community, and the world.” 
 
Central Presbyterian Church is a Covenant Network congregation, a community within the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, that seeks to be inclusive, particularly with regard to welcoming LGBT 
persons as members and leaders.  
 
December Birthdays 
 
2 Morgan Moulongo 
4 David George 
8 Aaliyah Ali 
10 Eden Selassie 
15 Martha Day 
16 Karen Campbell 

Lauren Waisanen 
(Jennifer) Alissa Cabezas 

17 Betty Girma-Hall 
23 Shane Faber 
24 Lukas Selassie 
 
 


