
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

              
 
 

 
The Great Eight 

 
 
As we head into spring and as the world hopefully 
begins to move closer to some new kind of normal, I 
think about all of us and our call to ministry here at 
Central Presbyterian. What work is God doing 
around us in this unique time that we are being 
called to recognize and join in on? And that makes 
me ask, “How do I know?” and “Where do I look?” 
and “What should I be prepared to drop or end or 
stop doing in order to make it possible?” 
 
And then I remember, that, of course, I’m not the 
first person to ask that. Every Sunday I read stories 
with you of real people who asked those same 
things and it might just help us if we took a moment 
to check them out. Perhaps we learned these Bible 
stories long ago as children, but now as adults they 
speak to us in more profound ways that help us look 
around and look ahead. 
 
Starting Wednesday, April 14, I am going to offer a 
time for us to explore the “Great Eight,” eight Old 
and New Testament stories that we best know if we 

are going to figure out what God is up to around us 
right now and how to get in on the action. We will 
start with the Creation accounts, yes more than 
one, then the Exodus. In the New Testament we will 
include the incarnation and the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the early church, among other items. I will 
offer this twice on Wednesdays, once at 11 a.m. at 
B.L.T. and once again in the evenings from 7:30 to 
8:15.  
 
Sunday School was good for us as children, but now 
it’s time to dig into the Word in a way that aims us 
toward a discipleship and apostleship that feeds us 
as adults who can engage life with purpose and 
intention, and as a congregation devoted to serving 
as God calls us. I hope you will join me on 
Wednesdays. I’m excited to grow with you! 
 
Peace and Happy Easter from me and the church 
staff. 
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What’s Inside for You? 
 

• Easter Holy Week Events 

• Faith & Fellowship 

• Our New Presbytery 



 
  

Easter Holy Week 

Maundy Thursday  
April 1, 7 pm via Zoom 
Service of worship with the 
Lord’s Supper 

 
 

Good Friday  
April 2, 7 pm via Facebook Live 
Service of Worship (with Bloomfield 
Church on the Green) 

 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 4, 10 am and 3 pm 
 
10 am - Worship Service via Livestream (Facebook and YouTube)  
 
3 pm - Outdoor Celebration of the Resurrection  
We are excited to be coming together for the first time in many months. As we 
prepare for a joyous day, let us recall safety for our community.  

 
• Wear a mask and bring a chair from home 
• Seating areas will be assigned 
• Social distancing in observance 
• Bring your bulletin 

 
At afternoon Easter service, it is possible that a quartet of our church choir singers 
may perform an anthem for the first time in a year. They will be masked and 
socially distant, but we want you to be informed so you can make your 
decision about whether you are comfortable attending a service like this or not. 
Over the past year we have been very careful to not put people at inordinate risk by 
singing, which has been considered a risk activity. We want you to be aware that 
we are being cautious in this first effort of including our singers in leading worship.  
 
Zoom and Livestream access for worship is available at www.centralpresbyterian.net. 
 

Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 3 
2-4 pm 
 
Our 123Kids Committee has filled to capacity their 20-family 
event for the spring. Each family has reserved tickets with an 
on-line reservation. They can expect a photo op with the Easter 
bunny, special Easter crafts for kids, coffee and refreshments 
for the grown-ups. And - an egg hunt for each family!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Saturday Mornings, 8 am 
April 3 and 17 
 
Program Contact:  Scott.Osborne@verizon.net 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

Your Christian Education Committee is providing Sunday School materials to use 
at home. A video prepared by a Central reader will tell the story of each lesson. 
And packets of materials will be mailed to each household with children in 
Grades 5 and below. We hope to make this useful and approachable.  
Please give us your feedback!  
 

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

B.L.T. (Bible.Lunch.Together.) 
Wednesdays, 11 am  
April 7, 14, 21 and 28  
 
BLT starts up 4/7 and joins Great Eight on 4/14. 
Program Contact: Pastor.Centralpresbyterian@gmail.com 
 

B.L.T. 

Faith & Fellowship  

WALK AND TALK 
Sundays, 3 pm at the Church 
 
Each Sunday at the church we gather at 3 pm to walk around the block.  
With warmer weather this is a refreshing outing. Bring your mask! 
 

 

Art & the Bible 
Wednesday, April 28, 7 pm 
 
Program Contact: Pat Dancy at patdancy@yahoo.com 
 

Great Eight 
Wednesday Evenings, 7 pm 
April 14 and 21 (watch for further dates) 
 
Eight class Bible study series on eight different Old and New Testament stories. 
Program Contact: Pastor.Centralpresbyterian@gmail.com 
 



 
  

YOUTH GROUP 
Sunday, April 18, 5:30 pm 
 
Likely meeting outside church. 
Program Contact: Carolyn Buck at goulderbuck@verizon.net  
 

 

YOUTH 
GROUP 

Faith & Fellowship (cont.) 

Sign Update  

Top: A sign designed by the 
Communications 
Committee was installed 
March 24th. Right: The 
previous sign was tucked in 
between shrubs and the 
preschool fence.  
 
 
 
 
 

The new main office sign has been installed. Final 
elements of a Communications Committee project 
on adding welcoming signage to our church grounds 
are almost complete. In the next stretch of sunny 
weather we can expect fresh paint on the corner 
“letterbox” sign as well.  

Our New Presbytery  

The Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey 
 
On Saturday, March 20, after years of planning, the 
Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey was constituted 
and held its first stated meeting (by Zoom.) The 98 
PCUSA churches in our new presbytery have been 
gathered from Newark, Elizabeth, and Palisades 
presbyteries. The first moderator is the Rev. Dr. 
Wanda Lundy, pastor in the former Elizabeth 
Presbytery, and the first vice-moderator is Kirk 
Woodward, Commissioned Ruling Elder from Newark 
Presbytery (and Central!). Current presbytery 
activities include nominating and electing committee 
members, gathering committees for first meetings, 
and refining the focus for local mission. Included in 
the new staff is Elder Jerome Lane who is the 
presbytery Community Ministry Organizer. He will be 
visiting with our Session at their next meeting. These 
are exciting times in our presbytery.  
 

Lots of energy and hope! 
 
 
 
 



  

April 
Birthdays 

6 Lon Hoyt 
7 Cecil Mitchell 
8 Don Waisanen 
 Tom White 
10 Kim O’Hare 
11 Aubin Ames 
18 Christina Cattell  
21 Max Sneden 
22 Ron Naspo 
26 Katie Dancy 
29 Ellie Cattell 
30 Charlotte Eveleth  

The steeple is 
illuminated in April, 
her birthday month, 
in loving memory of 
Mary Wood.  

Treasurer’s Report  
Session is reviewing the best way to distribute 
financial information to the congregation. One 
opportunity the Finance Committee is investigating 
is a password-protected page on our website. This 
process will be determined in upcoming Finance and 
Session meetings. 
 

COVID-19 Task Force  

Presently, our church is meeting online for most 
activities. Sunday worship outside is being planned 
when weather permits. Masks and distancing are 
required. New Jersey and Montclair are currently 
experiencing a spike in coronavirus cases. The 
specific numbers the Task Force is monitoring 
include Rate of Infection (has risen to 1.09; target 
rate for reopening is 1.1 or less) and Positive Test 
Rate (has risen to 9.8; target rate for reopening is 5.0 
or less).  The Task Force will feel comfortable 
recommending reopening to Session when these 
target rates are achieved. (Look here to monitor 
these numbers for New Jersey and Essex County: 
https://covidactnow.org/us/new_jersey-
nj/county/essex_county/?s=1715638. 
 

Session Notes  

At its March meeting, Session: 
 

• Elected corporate officers- Mark Johansen, 
president; Erin Norton, vice president, and 
Frederick Moulongo, secretary. 

 
• Approved $1,400 for new broadcasting 

equipment for Sunday Services 
 

• Arranged for Jerome Lane, Presbytery 
Community Organizer, to visit at next 
meeting 

Fresh lilies on site for 
the outdoor Easter 
service at 3 pm. 



 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
All meetings are taking place virtually. Please confirm 
committee meeting dates with your committee Chair. 
 
Meetings here are via Zoom unless otherwise noted. 

1 
Maundy 
Thursday 
 
7:00 PM 
Service w/ 
Lord's Supper  

2 
Good Friday 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Service – FB 
Livestream 

3 
8:00 AM Men's 
Bible Study  
 
2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM Egg Hunt at 
church 

4 
Easter Sunday 
10:00 AM WORSHIP, 
Live Stream w/ Lord's 
Supper - Livestream 
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 
 
3:00 PM Outdoor 
Service at church 

5 6 
 
 
 
 
6:00 PM 
Christian Ed. 
Committee 
meeting  

7 
11:00 AM 
B.L.T.  
 
 
7:30 PM 
Personnel 
Committee 
meeting 

8 
 
1:30 – 6:30 
PM  
 
 
Red Cross 
Blood Drive  

9 10 

11 
10:00 AM WORSHIP, 
Live Stream FB  
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 

12 13 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Session 
Meeting 

14 
11:00 AM 
B.L.T.  
 
7:30 PM 
Great Eight 

15 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Choir 
Gathering  

16 17 
8:00 AM Men's 
Bible Study  

18 
10:00 AM WORSHIP, 
Livestream FB  
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 

19 20 
 
8:00 PM 
Worship 
Committee 
meeting  

21 
11:00 AM 
B.L.T.  
 
7:30 PM 
Great Eight 

22 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Choir 
Gathering  

23 24 

25 
10:00 AM WORSHIP, 
Livestream FB  
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 

26 27 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Communication 
Spiritual 
Outreach 

28 
11:00 AM 
B.L.T.  
7:00 PM 
Deacons meet 
7:30 PM 
Great Eight 

29 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Choir 
Gathering  

30 
 

  

April 2021 

 
The next Red Cross blood drive is April 8 via SIGN UP ONLY. The ARC will not accept Walk-Ins.  
Call 1-800-RED-CROSS to register. Please Note: Per the CDC, Red Cross is not able to have minors on site 
at the Blood Drive. Please plan accordingly. 
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Many thanks to the 123Kids volunteers who organized an egg-filling date on March 
27th in preparation for the outdoor Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3rd. Volunteers 
enjoyed the great weather and company in this fun effort. Special thanks to 
Christina and Brian Cattell for planning out the activity! 


