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Jeremiah 32:1-15 

32The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of 

Nebuchadrezzar. 
2
At that time the army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the 

court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, 
3
where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. 

6
Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: 

7
Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to come to you and say, “Buy my field 

that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is yours.” 
8
Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, 

in accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of 

possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.” Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 
9
And I bought the field at 

Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. 
10

I signed the deed, sealed it, got 

witnesses, and weighed the money on scales. 
11

Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the 

open copy; 
12

and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the 

presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the 

guard. 
13

In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, 
14

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this 

sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. 
15

For thus 

says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land. 

 

Luke 16:19-31 
19

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 
20

And at his gate lay a 

poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21

who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the 

dogs would come and lick his sores. 
22

The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also 

died and was buried. 
23

In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 
24

He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I 

am in agony in these flames.’ 
25

But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and 

Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 
26

Besides all this, between you and us a great 

chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 
27

He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— 
28

for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they 

will not also come into this place of torment.’ 
29

Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 
30

He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 
31

He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to 

Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”  

 

 

1. 

When I say “Bridgegate” we all think of the GW Bridge being closed as a childish show of political power. 
When I say “Deflategate” we all think of the underinflated footballs used by the New England Patriot football 
team who have a reputation of being laser-focused to a fault on their own success. When I say “Lochtegate” 
we remember the American Olympic swimmer this summer who was all wrapped up in his own importance 
and said he didn’t realize what he was doing. When I say “Mammygate” you say you never heard of it, the 
2008 scandal of the wife of the Kansas City mayor who reportedly called his African American secretary 
“mammy” and settled the controversy out of court. And there’s Watergate, which has lended its “-gate” to 
over 155 scandals around the world. Watergate was the prime example of abuse of power. 
 
 
The enemies of Israel were knocking down the gates of Jerusalem when God spoke to Jeremiah. Jeremiah was 
prisoner at that point, not of the Babylonians who were besieging the city, but a prisoner of Zedekiah the king 
of Israel, a king flush with his own wealth and power and self-importance. Through Jeremiah, God had 
challenged King Zedekiah to see beyond the gates of his own lavish palace, to see the reality of his own 
corrupt community. The people were worshiping idols. They were pursuing wealth and power at the expense 
of the poor, not even aware they were defying God’s will and opposing God’s power.  
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At a later time, Jesus confronted the wealthy religious people of his day by telling the story of Lazarus. In all of 
his parables, this is the only time Jesus names one of the characters- in this case the poor one who is invisible 
in the eyes of the rich man who lives behind the gate. Again, the person with power, the one who is wealthy 
and important, is looking out for #1, unaware of the suffering and the needs of the poor. The rich man is 
blinded by his wealth and even when he finally sees a restored Lazarus beyond this life, the rich man begs 
Lazarus to have mercy on him and his family. It’s still all about him. 
 
 
2. 
Lazarus and his brothers and sisters still sit outside the gate today.  
 
The voting booth in our country is a gate to dignity and freedom, a gate that some are more welcome to enter 
than others. As happens in many election years, voter fraud has become a campaign issue.  There’s lots of talk 
about “rampant voting fraud” and the fear that elections will be lost because certain people are illegally 
voting. The people at the NYU Brennan Center for Justice study the issues of voting and voter fraud. After 
careful research of these claims, their report says, “There’s lots of smoke but very little fire” when it comes to 
fraud. And requiring Voter ID cards would end up eliminating more legal voters than stopping illegal ones. The 
poor and immigrants would be the ones left outside the gate to fend for themselves. 
 
All around the world now there is heightened fear and resentment of outsiders. I witnessed this kind of 
resentment when I worked on Staten Island. Back in 1964, I was told, when the brand new Verrazano Bridge 
opened, “those people” from Brooklyn came across and ruined Staten Island. “Those people” were the lower 
and middle class Italians! Some still don’t welcome them.  
 
Refugees, who by definition are powerless, are being ping ponged back and forth now between countries that 
don’t want them or they’re being denied entrance all together. Hundreds of thousands of Syrian families are 
waiting for help at the front gate of any country that will take them. We have taken 10,000 of them, 2/10 of 1 
percent of the total.  
 
Churches in this country have finally faced the truth that they have been self-absorbed for a long time, too 
often blind to the needs before them. Too many churches don’t know the names of the ones who stand at the 
gates waiting for crumbs to eat, or shelter to protect them, or for dignity and welcome to be extended in their 
own communities. Charity and philanthropy address the symptoms of the invisible ones but leave the status 
quo unchanged. Giving money will feed and house, but the underlying structures of power that shape our 
society and allow people to become invisible will finally be overturned only when hands on, face to face work 
is accomplished with those who stand at the gates. It is God’s intention to lift up the lowly and put down the 
mighty, to use people like us to resist in God’s name the abuse of power that creates the blindness to begin 
with. 
 
 
3. 
Jeremiah was one of those used by God to show God’s resolve. In front of his whole community Jeremiah 
foolishly bought real estate out in the countryside that everyone knew would soon be occupied by their 
enemy, the Babylonians. It looked as though God had given up on the chosen people, but Jeremiah’s purchase 
preached the good news that God was not done with them just yet. God’s people would be redeemed and the 
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misguided powers among them would be overturned. At the appointed time God’s power would raise up the 
lowly. 
 
Jesus says “now” is that time. That may be surprising since his story seems to be about the rich man and 
Lazarus in the afterlife. The point isn’t about how to earn your way to heaven. It isn’t that the wealthy are 
condemned and the poor are rewarded. We aren’t supposed to identify with the rich man or with Lazarus. We 
are supposed to identify with the five brothers who the rich man leaves behind.  
 
Just like those five brothers, we have Moses and the prophets, otherwise known as God’s Word. And that 
Word promises what God’s power is going to do, how it will reverse the powers of this world. That good news 
is ours to share. And we also have someone who has risen from the dead-- Jesus Christ. His spectacular 
resurrection is the proof that God’s power is at work and the mighty are already falling and the lowly are 
already being lifted up. 
 
 
4. 
God’s powerful good news came to life here last winter as you welcomed the families of IHN to the church for 
a week. Every conversation we shared with them, every game that was played, or meal that was eaten 
together at the table—whenever we took the chance to get to know each other a little bit— God’s power was 
at work creating new life in them and in us.  We saw what God is up to. 
 
Next week our youth mission trip participants are going to share their stories from this year’s work in Virginia. 
I’ve been thinking of the last day of our week there, the day we worked at the women’s shelter. It would be 
easy for us to discount that day as just another day of weed pulling. We had had plenty of that during the 
week and we tired of it by Friday, but when I think of that day I remember how we met some of the women 
who lived there. No, we didn’t have long conversations with them, maybe just a “hello” or a "you’re welcome” 
when they thanked us for pulling the weeds, but these women were fleeing abusive relationships, and our 
brief words with them were normal words, polite words, humane words, healing words that I’m sure they 
eagerly welcomed. The youth that day put themselves on the line, they faced someone in need and helped 
create a new world where God’s power was beginning to turn the world right side up. We saw God opening 
the gate for them to come in. 
 
We have been invited by our Session to a retreat on Saturday, October 15. We are starting a new ministry with 
young children and their families. Talk is being augmented by action. Charity is being joined by hands on 
ministry. We are going to hear about ways to engage our community face to face, to meet people, learn 
names, hear their stories, and begin to challenge the powers that have left some behind in our community. 
Our eyes are going to be opened in the year ahead to see people we have not seen before, whose challenges 
will challenge us.  
 
We will be the five brothers of the rich man who have the good news and the gift of the resurrection and the 
opportunity to see Lazarus at the gate and be used by God’s power to turn a part of this world right side up. 


