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Mark 4.26-34 
26

He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 
27

and 

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 
28

The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 
29

But 

when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”  

 
30

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 

it? 
31

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 

on earth; 
32

yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”  

 
33

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 
34

he did not 

speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.  

 
A 

There are a couple of things I especially love about these two parables of Jesus today. The first 
is that Jesus sees you and me in partnership with God.  He says those of us who follow him have 
been called into a partnership with God so that God’s kingdom will be established in this world 
and grow. 
 
To think that God is inviting you and me to help change the ways of the world is an awesome 
thing. Especially considering the raw material God has chosen to work with. Me—who can 
remember only 4 of the 5 things I went to the store to get. Me—who would just as soon roll 
over and catch another 30 minutes in the morning than get up and get to work. Me—who takes 
something apart to fix it and then winds up with extra parts when it’s “fixed.”  This ME is the 
one God has invited into a partnership? Well, OK, then, but I hope God realizes what that 
means. 
 
I’d hate to get in the way, because up until now when God goes on a mission that mission is 
accomplished! Just check out the creation of the world, and the creation of God’s holy people, 
and the Passover that released God’s people from Egyptian captivity, and the gift of an only 
Son, and that Son’s life and death and resurrection, and the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the 
amazing transformation of Saul into Paul. It’s going to take some miraculous work like that for 
God to use me and you in the creating of a new world. But Jesus seems to think God is up to the 
task. And us too. 
 
 
 



B 
Jesus doesn’t tell a parable about hoping for God’s kingdom to come. He tells us it is coming 
and invites us to the privilege of playing our part in it. He’s confident. He’s confident in us. And 
he gives us the role we are to play in this partnership. 
 
Planting the seeds.  
 
Plant the seeds from which God’s garden will sprout. Jesus has something specific in mind when 
he says “seed”—he means plant God’s word in the world. It is from God’s word that the 
kingdom will grow and develop. We are called to preach the word so the world may be 
transformed.  
 
Planting seeds. I like that picture. We aren’t called to judge, to separate out those who believe 
correctly from those who believe wrongly. We’re invited to plant seeds, not build an institution 
that wrings us dry of energy and resources. We’re asked to plant seeds, not to settle down in 
the beauty… We’re actually given a boot in the pants to get planting, so the kingdom can get 
growing and redeeming. 
 
When Presbyterians think about preaching the word of God we can get a little nervous. You 
mean like those people who ring our doorbell and want to give us a newsletter and then won’t 
let us close the door but want to talk and talk so earnestly about God? It feels so impolite and 
pushy. 
 
So we choose the other extreme and say nothing of the gospel but trust that the word of God 
will be planted if we just live good and just and loving lives. Jesus loved, indeed, but he 
preached the good news, too.  
 

C 
We are planting God’s word here in some very important ways. The preschoolers who spend 
this hour in the nursery are with our nursery supervisor, Andrea, who is very talented. She not 
only plays with our youngest children she also shares the same Bible story with them that we 
explore here in worship. Of course she does it in a way they can understand. And we have at 
the same time a Sunday School for our elementary aged children who are also hearing the same 
Bible stories at their own levels of understanding. We have eight teachers from this 
congregation who do this week after week. And now that our junior and senior high youth are 
meeting together every other Sunday evening, they too are studying scripture and God’s word 
is being planted in them. And God’s word is being planted in the twelve women and men who 
have attended Wednesday morning Bible study and the 10 men at Men’s Bible Study as well as 
those women who formed a small group for several months earlier in the winter and not to 
forget the Session who is studying and praying scripture at every meeting. I know there are 
even others who study God’s word quietly at home. There is a growing desire here to have 
God’s word planted in us individually and as a congregation. 
 



I think God is behind this, and God is preparing us to plant the word in the community. But 
how? This is the part Presbyterians haven’t quite mastered. How do we plant the word and not 
“come off” as either “pushy” on the one hand, or “detached” on the other? 
 
Well, we become creative and innovative. 
 

D 
I observed a church doing this just a couple of years ago in Queens—a Korean Presbyterian 
Church that has acquired a vision for planting seeds. Rev. Cho is the new pastor there and he 
and his congregation accepted the challenge to plant God’s word in Queens three different 
ways in their community—preaching the word, teaching the word, and living the word. Along 
with this plan to plant the word of God, the church also asked God to help them set specific 
goals for each of the activities. 
 
First, they concentrated on preaching, something that is very important to Korean 
congregations. You see, Rev. Cho preaches every day. Every morning at sunrise, as in most 
Korean churches, he is in the pulpit preaching. He promised to preach his way through the 
whole Bible, from beginning to end, one chapter per day. So every morning, before work or 
anything else, dozens of members of his congregation gather to hear his next installment on 
preaching the word of God.  
 
But they believe preaching is important outside the church as well. So Rev. Cho’s sermons are 
recorded on DVDs that the congregation takes home after worship and shares with friends and 
neighbors. In addition the sermons are broadcast on two radio stations. The goal of this 
congregation is to have 10,000 people in Queens hear the word of God preached by Rev. Cho 
every week.  
 
 
Second, the congregation concentrated on teaching the word of God. This meant bringing 
people to the baptismal font and to a process of becoming Christian disciples. Their ingenious 
plan was to ask for the names of people they met in the community every day. Just first names. 
They weren’t trying to create a mailing list. They were creating a prayer list. These people were 
not invited to worship. The congregation just wanted to pray for all the people who crossed 
paths with them, and they would do it by just using their first names. So the congregation got 
the names of their servers at the local restaurant, the barber who cut their hair, the clerk who 
bagged their groceries at the market. They just asked if they could have people’s first names 
and if it would be OK for the church to pray for them. They took those hundreds of names back 
to the church and prayed for them, day by day, week by week, first name by first name.  
 
And one by one some of those people who were being prayed for started to show up at church 
and began to learn about God’s word. The goal of the congregation was specific here as well—
to celebrate 50 baptisms in the coming year of 50 adults who had never before been followers 
of Jesus Christ. When I left Queens half way through that year they had baptized 25 adults.  
 



And third, the congregation wanted to plant the word through serving their neighbors 
personally. They committed themselves to meeting someone in the community every week 
who needed assistance of some kind—neighbors who have suffered a house fire, or who had 
lost a job, or who were seriously sick —and they pledged as a church to provide up to $1000 of 
assistance per week to meet the needs of those they met.  
 
There are other ways to plant the word of God. 
 

E 
But we must remember we are partners. We preach, God opens hearts. We teach, God opens 
minds. We serve, God opens arms. 
 
I see our call as that of being faithful to our side of the partnership. We plant. God grows the 
kingdom. 
 
This is why I say a church will grow because God wants it to. Growth is a mysterious process. I 
don’t know how someone grows from not trusting God to trusting God with everything. I 
expect it is unique with each person. All I believe we can do is plant the seeds and when they 
take root, in God’s good time, we can encourage them and they can encourage us. 
 
I said there were two things I liked about these parables. Part two will have to wait for another 
day. Right now we continue to plant seeds close to home and God is preparing us to plant those 
seeds all around in the days ahead.  


