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Signposts of the kingdom of God are woven throughout John’s gospel narrative.  We find
a few of them in today’s reading.  Here is one.  In feeding five thousand people, Jesus re-inacts
the time God heard the hungry cries of the Hebrew people on their journey through the Sinai
desert; then showered them with manna in such abundance, they couldn’t gather it all up . 
Throughout biblical history, God provided for God’s people.  On that day on the shores of Lake
Galilee, Jesus assumes the role of that caring compassionate God.  

Another signpost.  Unlike the other gospel writers, John sets the scene for this story by
placing it near the time of the Jewish Passover Feast; pointing his readers ahead to the time when
Jesus will be crucified and raised from the dead.  To bring that closer home to his readers, John
puts Jesus front and center in his story.  Unlike the other gospel accounts, it is Jesus who brings
to the attention of the disciples the fact that the crowd is hungry.  It is Jesus who distributes the
loaves and fish to the people, not the disciples.  

Another signpost that the kingdom of God has come near, is the prayer of thanks Jesus
offers.  It is not the kind of grace we say before a meal.  John chose the Greek word,
eucharisteo, the same word from which the word eucharist comes.   It’s the same word used by
the other gospel writers when Jesus gave thanks over the bread and cup during the last meal with
his disciples.  In other words, that day on the shores of Lake Galilee, Jesus fed thousands of
people far more than food to stave off hunger, he gave them spiritual food; he gave them himself. 
Though he didn’t say the words that day, we can hear from our experience of Jesus at the Lord’s
Table:

“This is my body given for you.

That day, five thousand people received not only bread to assuage their hunger but the bread of
heaven.  A powerful Spirit filled moment.  A moment for us to reflect on when we, in Jesus’
name feed hungry people.

Now, let’s look closely at what was going on between Jesus and his disciples.  Because
that is where we connect into the story.  Though he knew what would follow, Jesus put this
question to them:  
     “Where are we going to buy bread?”

“Going to buy bread, for this many people?  Philip had it right.  He said:
“Even with six months pay, you wouldn’t be able to buy enough bread
for each of them to have just a little.”

Meanwhile, resourceful Andrew had been out scouring the crowd for whatever food they
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were willing to share.  He had located a boy with five barley loaves and four fish.  But, in the
disciples’ understanding, that would not begin to feed such a hungry multitude.  Jesus took that
meager offering and multiplied it so there were loaves in abundance; in fact there was so much
left over that it filled twelve baskets to overflowing.  

Did you notice that Jesus never took the responsibility of feeding the people out of the
hands of his disciples?  It was up to them to be resourceful and come up with a solution.  Then
he did the rest. 

Last Thursday evening your faithful and committed session members worked late into the
evening, sifting through the data from your recent mission study.  They were beginning to create
a document that reflects where you think God is calling this congregation in the future.  The
work is still in progress but when it is completed, it will be clear what kind of pastoral leadership
you will need in the years ahead to get you there.  After they complete their work, the document
will be taken to presbytery’s Committee on Ministry for their approval.  If they approve it, they
will then grant you permission to move to the next step in the call process; to elect a Pastor
Nominating Committee.      

As we worked together on Thursday evening, we were able to identify some of the
resources we have and what resources we are lacking.  For example, we have strong committed
leaders but not enough of them.  We have many faithful members but membership is not
increasing.  We have a small group of children but its sometimes hard to teach such small
classes. We have youth attending worship but no programming for them.  We have financial
resources but many challenges ahead to repair and maintain our buildings. 

Here is the good news!  This gospel story can be our story.  When thousands of hungry
people were in need, Jesus and the disciples didn’t have any food.  Jesus, at the onset of their
ministry together had told them not to carry any provisions.  So they carried no food that day, not
even enough to feed themselves.  And they certainly couldn’t afford the cost of feeding five
thousand people.  The disciples, committed to finding a solution, brought what they could find, a
meager five loaves and four fish.  And Jesus multiplied their offerings in abundance.         

Samuel and I experienced something like this at Vacation Bible School, in our church in
Cortez, Colorado.  The children’s mission project was to collect enough money to buy one flock
of chickens for the Heifer Project.  We thought that was a big undertaking; a few children who
would bring a few coins each day for their offering.  We didn’t know how we would make up the
difference between what they contributed and what the flock of chickens cost, but the idea was
to teach the children about mission to the outside world.  

We introduced the mission project to the children on the first day of Bible School.  On
the second day, we were amazed to find that the children had brought enough money to buy, not
just one, but two flocks of chickens.  By the third day they had enough money for three flocks of
chickens, so they decided to add one flock of geese.  By the time the five days of VBS was over,
the children had collected enough money to buy part of a goat.  If you look in the Heifer Project
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catalog at the price of a goat, you will find that’s it’s not a small chunk of change!

That Sunday morning in worship, we asked if people could help us complete the purchase
of the children’s goat.  After worship, people stayed in their seats while the money was counted. 
We waited and waited and waited.  Finally I went back into the office to see what was
happening.  They were still counting the money.  When they came back into the sanctuary they
announced that they had enough money to buy three goats for the Heifer Project.  Through the
children’s offering, God had touched the hearts of God’s people who multiplied their gifts
several times over.  Loaves in abundance! 

My friends, God is at work in and among us.  God stands ready and willing to accept
what we bring, our resources, our time, our talents and gifts, our financial offerings, and make
them into something more.  God knows we will come up short, just like the disciples did that
day.  But if we believe that God can and will multiply what we offer, God will do wonders
among us.  Our job is to pray like everything depends on God and work like everything depends
on us.  

There are signs all around us that the kingdom of God is here in our midst.   Wait and
watch for them.  Amen. 

 


