
New Beginnings Sermon #6 

May 17, 2015 

Central Presbyterian Church, Montclair 

David Noble 

 

Matthew 25.14-27 
14

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 
15

to 

one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 
16

The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 

more talents. 
17

In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 
18

But the one 

who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19

After 

a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 
20

Then the one who had 

received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me 

five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 
21

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 

enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22

And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, 

you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 
23

His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 

many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24

Then the one who had received the one talent also came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you did not scatter seed; 
25

so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 

Here you have what is yours.’ 
26

But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, 

that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 
27

Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest.  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Be careful! Be patient. This parable of Jesus is tricky and it does not stand alone. It is the third of four 

parables at the end of Matthew’s gospel and they all relate to one topic—When is Jesus coming back? 

And what do we do about it? 

 

Jesus tells this and the other three parables to his disciples during the last week of his life. He is preparing 

them for his death and absence. How should they live as Jesus’ followers if he isn’t around to lead them 

anymore? What should they be doing? How will they know how to make decisions without him? 

 

This is the time in which we live too. We live between Jesus’ going and his coming again ―to judge the 

quick and the dead‖ as the creed says. This parable is as current for us as it was for those first disciples.  

 

Jesus tells this parable to explain what he wants us to be doing while he is away. He tells about a rich man 

giving talents to servants and what they do with those talents while he is gone. He is not talking about 

musical talents or athletic abilities or a flair for decorating.  

 

The rich man who gives talents to his servants is actually giving them his money-- huge bars of silver or 

gold, called talents. He makes them instantly rich, giving away his fortune to them, and then we see how 

they handle their sudden wealth while their master is gone. 

 



We’ve all had that conversation. What would I do if I win the lottery?  Spend it? Give it away? Invest it? 

Hide it under the mattress? 

 

That’s the kind of conversation Jesus wants to have with you today. ―If I make you rich right now,‖ he’s 

saying, ―what will you do with it?‖ But hold on, he’s just using money to get your attention and tell the 

story. Jesus isn’t really talking about giving away a pile of money, but something that is even more 

valuable- he is making us wealthy with the gospel.  

 

Anna Carter Florence, a preaching professor, tells this same parable this way: 

 

―A man – let’s call him Jesus – was going on a journey. He called his slaves – let’s call them 

disciples – to him, and entrusted the gospel to them. To one, he gave stories; to another, he gave 

compassion; to a third he gave the bread of life and the cup of salvation. There were other 

disciples who received other things, but we’ll concentrate on just these three. And then Jesus went 

away.  

 

The disciple who got the stories went out and told them, and soon there were five other disciples 

telling those stories. The disciple who received compassion went out and offered compassion to 

someone else, and that person became a disciple, too, and she went on to give that compassion to 

others, as well. But the disciple who had been given the bread of life and the cup of salvation dug 

a hole in the ground and buried them.  

 

After a long time Jesus came back, and he asked his disciples to come and tell him what they had 

done with what he had given to them. The first two disciples told him about the stories and the 

compassion, and they introduced the new disciples, and those disciples introduced still other 

disciples that they had made. Jesus was very pleased. ―Well done, good and trustworthy 

disciples,‖ he said to them. ―You have been trustworthy in a few things, and now I will trust you 

with many things. Enter into my joy!‖  

 

Then it was the third disciple’s turn. The third disciple told Jesus, ―I was afraid – of messing up, of 

not getting the theology right, of what you would do to me if I did – so I went and hid the bread of 

life and the cup of salvation in the ground. Here, you can have it back.‖  

 

 

A 

 

Jesus has made you and me rich by giving us the gospel- the stories of Jesus’ love and mercy, the 

compassion that he has for everyone regardless of who they are, and the promise of new and everlasting 

life- the gospel. He just gives it to us, not because we worked for it and deserved it. He is giving it away 

and suddenly we are rich. 

 

How generous God is to us! How extravagant it is for God to give us the gospel of Jesus Christ- a fortune 

in hope and mercy and love- all bestowed on us by God. This is dignified and gracious. God treats us like 

adults, presenting us the most valuable gift we could ever receive. ―Take it,‖ God says, ―take the message 

of Jesus, take his love and mercy and grace into your life and let it save you, transform you, remake you. I 

want you to have it, and I want you to share it with others.‖ 

 

How willing God is to risk that treasure by giving it away to us. God doesn’t wrap it up and protect it, put 

it away and guard it for a better day, a better time, a better recipient. God lets go of it and gives the 

gospel, the world’s greatest gift, to us. God invests it in us to see what good might come of it. 



 

 

B 

 

In the parable of the rich man and the talents, there is one word that says a lot, a lot more than it may 

seem. Verse 16 says, ―
16

The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, 

and made five more talents.‖ At once. Immediately. 

 

He is excited. He has an opportunity to multiply the gift he has been given and he jumps at the chance. 

―Do that with the gospel,‖ Jesus says, ―Be excited that this gift you’ve been given is yours to work with 

and multiply in your community.‖ 

 

This is our source of energy. This is what makes Christians excited to get up in the morning and get 

going- the gospel of Jesus Christ is in our hearts and we have another day, another opportunity, to share it 

with a world in need.  

 

We get tired. We get all wound up in our calendars and sometimes we get discouraged or worn out. The 

gift of the gospel is not like that. The gospel brings hope and new life. It lifts our discouragement and 

lightens our load.  

 

Now, ―trade it,‖ Jesus says, put it to work in the lives around you. Share it by telling others. Just this week 

I was talking with a member of this congregation who recently gave a devotional booklet to a friend and 

prayed that that friend might receive the gospel. And after a few months that friend has begun to pray and 

read scripture and attend a church. The gospel was shared and it has multiplied.  

 

And it’s OK to take a risk with the gospel. It’s OK to risk failing. After all, God is risking it with us. 

Share the gospel, be compassionate, reach out and serve those who are in need, be bold. I wonder if the 

parable had a different ending- I wonder if the ones who were successful in their investments had instead 

been failures. What if they tried to multiply the gospel but nothing happened? They went out and told the 

stories of Jesus but no one listened. They were compassionate and served those who were in need, but no 

one responded. I like to think when Jesus returns he says, ―Well done, good and faithful servant, you were 

excited with the good news and you went out to share it. Never mind the loss. Enter into my joy!‖ 

 

 

 

C 

 

Sharing the gospel is exciting, but this is also a cautionary tale that Jesus tells. Side by side with the good 

stewards of the gospel he places the bad steward- the one who is risk-averse, who is tempted to just 

hunker down and survive. Are there any temptations we should be aware of in our lives? Are we tempted 

to be satisfied with the way things are? Are we tempted to say our church’s sharing of the gospel is good 

enough? Are we tempted to say we are tired and sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ will have to wait? 

  

Jesus is on a mission to go into those places where his good news is needed. He is looking for those who 

need to be raised up, to be rescued from suffering and distress, to be honored and dignified with justice, to 

be saved from selfishness and destructive behavior. 

 

Jesus is on a mission to give us the good news that he offers and send us out to proclaim it and live it and 

give it away wherever we can. 

 



D 

 

It is exciting to give away the gospel because it has been so exciting and essential for us. We have been 

blessed to have the gift of Jesus Christ at the center of our lives and to experience how he opens our hearts 

to love in a way we would have never otherwise known. It is his generous, abundant, nonjudgmental 

acceptance of us that inspires us to give love away just as he does. 

 

Having Jesus Christ at the center of our lives has opened us to a life of serving and attending to others, 

sacrificing our own desires in the process, but giving us a sense of fulfillment and joy as others are raised 

up and strengthened and encouraged, 

 

Having Jesus Christ at the center of our lives has given us hope and confidence that we know what is 

coming in the end. If he is the one who is to come, then we know what he has shared with us is what the 

new heaven and the new earth will be like. He prepares us for that day and sends us out to prepare others. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

We are Christ’s church. We belong to him. We are the church gathered to be sent. He has gifted us with 

exciting good news and we go out to work it, to share it, to win lives with it, to invest it boldly where it is 

needed. We want everyone to hear him say, ―Enter into the joy of your Master.‖ 

 


