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John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was 

called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.”  
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now 

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

1. 
It’s Sunday. Jesus was crucified on Friday--the One in whom the disciples had put their hope, 
the One who had entered into Jerusalem to the shouts of, “Blessed is the king who comes in 
the name of the Lord!”, the One who had welcomed all and healed so many—this One, Jesus, is 
gone, dead, buried. 
 
Out of fear, the disciples are huddled in a room with the door locked. Maybe they will be next. 
With their leader gone, the authorities may be looking for them, to round them up and hang 
them on a cross too. So they hide behind a locked door. Now what? How do they get out of this 
jam?  
 
But out of nowhere Jesus appears. He says, “Peace be with you.” I’ll say. Amen to that. Peace 
be with you. A dead man comes to visit, passing through a locked door, I can’t even imagine 
what that would be like. Apparently no one recognizes him. There is no reaction to his 
appearance, their fear must have multiplied, until he shows them his hands and his side, the 
wounds he suffered on the cross.  
 
Then they rejoice. Then they smile again, maybe even laugh for the first time in days. You know 
today, this second Sunday after Easter, is celebrated in some churches as Holy Humor Sunday, 
or as Bright Sunday. This was a custom started by the early Greek churches. The week after 
Easter, especially Monday (which is still a holiday in many places) is filled with parties and feasts 
to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. It is a way of saying in public that because of the resurrection, 
the display of God’s awesome power in raising Jesus from the dead, Christians have no need to 
fear anything. Evil has been defeated; satan has been put down, God has had the last laugh, so 
Christians are able to let go and be joyful, to laugh along with God. One of the customs of Holy 
Humor Sunday is to play practical jokes on the pastor. Don’t tell anyone! 



 
Well, on Easter Sunday Jesus shows his hand and side to the disciples, they recognize him and 
they celebrate. But Thomas is missing. Apparently hiding is not what he wants to do, so he’s out 
getting on with life. And when he returns everyone tells him they have seen Jesus, and he 
doesn’t believe it. He wants to see for himself.  
 
He just wants the same opportunity everyone else has had—to see Jesus with his own eyes. No 
one complains, no one criticizes Thomas. A week goes by and Jesus appears again, this time to 
Thomas as well. And Jesus does not complain. He shows his wounds again and Thomas says, 
“My Lord and my God.”  
 
2. 
Is there room for questions in the church? It seems to me, sometimes, that the loudest 
Christian voices are often voicing certainty. They talk about God and Jesus and the Spirit and 
resurrection and forgiveness, to name a few, as if they are simply telling the facts. For instance, 
there is a denomination of Christians that says when Jesus returns to this earth he will return in 
Independence, MO. They’ve decided that is an indisputable fact. When Christians talk like that 
it can feel as though loyalty to Jesus and questions about Jesus and faith can’t go together. We 
hide our doubts by saying a creed that explains everything. 
 
But faith is an in-credible thing. God takes on flesh? God lives among us? Jesus is raised from 
the dead? Our sins are forgiven? For some people there are lots of questions about those 
things.  
 
I know this is not for everybody. I realize there are people blessed with faith who just believe. 
They’ve always been that way. They are blessed. 
 
But today is devoted to those who wonder, who ask, who question, who search. God is 
mysterious, beyond our full understanding. The facts aren’t necessarily all that simple to them. 
God’s mystery invites our questions. And our lives are constantly changing. Our day is different 
from our parents’ day or our great grandparents’ day. New days bring new situations, new 
questions.  
 
The great theologian Anselm about 1000 years ago loved to say Christians are involved in “faith 
seeking understanding.” In these days of terror and fear, of a shrinking globe bringing us into 
closer and closer contact with other religions, and with technology becoming more and more 
integral to our living…there are many questions being asked about God and a Christian’s place 
in the world. What worked once may not work so well anymore. What we thought may need to 
be updated. 
 
3. 
The good news in the gospel today is that Jesus allowed Thomas’ question. Jesus met him 
where he was, came to him in the midst of his inquiry, granted him faith, and led him into a life 
he could have never imagined.  



 
Mary went to the tomb early Sunday morning but didn’t recognize the resurrected Jesus. 
“Where is his body?” she wanted to know. But he was patient and spoke her name and she 
recognized him. The disciples on the way to Emmaus spoke with the resurrected Jesus all 
afternoon without recognizing him. They wanted to know why he died and what the world was 
coming to (Maybe you have that same question.) And Jesus patiently reminded them of the 
scriptures and how they answered those questions. The other disciples huddled behind closed 
doors, yet Jesus appeared to them not once but twice. Questions were asked and the gift of 
faith was received and grew deeper. 
 
 
 
4.  
We live in a new world. Some call it the postmodern world. The name is less important than the 
reality—we don’t live in the world of the disciples, or the Renaissance or the classical age or 
even the industrial world; not the 1950’s or the 1990’s. Life is changing, quickly. How do we 
Christians make sense of it? 
 
What does it mean to believe in the resurrection today? How do Christians engage other major 
religions? Does God love Buddhists or Muslims? What do we do about terrorism and violence? 
Should we embrace the world or resist it? What does God say about migrants and refugees?  
 
 A little known fact about Presbyterians is that we have honored the asking of questions since 
our founding. Our Presbyterian constitution includes several statements of faith called 
catechisms- the Heidelberg Catechism and the Westminster Catechism. And recently we have 
added The Study Catechism which is used by confirmation classes to study the Christian faith. I 
have a few copies here today in case you want to take one home with you. The questions of the 
Study Catechism are based on the Apostles’ Creed and the Ten Commandments and the Lord’s 
Prayer. (share a couple of sample questions, 134 total) 
 
We’ve used some of these questions and answers as our affirmations of faith here in worship. 
 
What questions do you have about God, about Jesus or the Holy Spirit, about resurrection or 
forgiveness, about grace or love? I’d like to know. I’d like to plan some of our adult education, 
perhaps a weekend retreat, or a worship service around your questions. I asked you for your 
questions a year ago. If you’re willing it’s time to bring me up to date. 
 
I’ve put a blank index card in your bulletin. Take a moment now and write a question about 
your faith that you’ve always wanted to address. We will pause for a minute to do this. Please 
put your cards in the offering plate when it comes by in a few moments. 
 
Faith is a gift that comes from God. It takes hold of us, like it took hold of Thomas behind locked 
doors. And faith seeks understanding through questions and doubts and confusion. Share yours 
with me today and let’s work through it together. 


