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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C

July 7. 2013

Galatians 5:16-23; 6:7- 8; Luke 10:1-11

The Spirit Seed Company

           Rev. Janice M. Lamott Adams

During our time in  Fairbanks, Alaska, we met some avid gardeners.  They spent the long

dark winters poring over seed catalogs, carefully making selections for their spring planting. 

When spring finally arrived, somewhere around the first of May, they were ready for it, seeds in

hand, their garden plots already staked out.  In the 24 hour daylight of late spring and summer,

those seeds sprouted and came up very quickly.  Some of the plants they produced were

enormous!  It was almost magical, like  you could watch them grow if you stared at them long

enough.   

     

Seed planting and harvest are common themes in biblical stories because most of the 

people lived an agrarian lifestyle.  These two themes set the scene for today’s scripture readings. 

In the Galatians passage, the writer introduces two kinds of seeds in the human heart which we

can choose to sow; seeds that are sown to the flesh and seeds that are sown to the Spirit.  For

purposes of illustration, I have invented two make believe seed companies; the Flesh Seed

Company and the Spirit Seed Company.  

The Flesh Seed Company provides us with seeds for sowing to the flesh.  Jesus spoke

about these seeds to his followers, and the writer of Galatians names them again in this letter to

his congregation.  Seeds of the flesh are: fornication, impurity, licentiousness (or promiscuity),

idolatry, jealousy, anger, and dissension.  When these seeds grow and mature, they wreak havoc

in our relationships with one another.  We see, on a daily basis, how these seeds have born fruit

and continue to bear it in our world, in places like Syria, parts of Africa, and most recently, in

Egypt where dissension and war continue to rip apart the lives of their people.   

Seeds from the Flesh Seed Company bear fruit in our own communities as well, causing

the inequality and injustices which trap people in poverty and substandard living.  In their most

virulent form, they can manifest themselves in tragic shooting sprees, domestic violence, and

drug wars.   On a personal level, fruit from these seeds can disrupt and damage our relationships

with one another.          

But here is the good news!  There is the Spirit Seed Company, offering a very different

kind of seeds; seeds which produce fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  These are the seeds which are sown in the kingdom of

God.   

The writer of Galatians sums it up this way:  

“You reap whatever you sow.  If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap

corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from

the Spirit.  So do not let us grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at

harvest time, if we do not give up.  So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us

work for the good of all, especially for those of the family of God.”

Using my seed company metaphor again, if we are honest with ourselves, we know that

each of us carries within us seeds from both the Flesh Seed Company and the Spirit Seed
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Company.   God leaves it up to us which seeds we will sow, and where and when.  But Jesus

cautioned his hearers, it’s those who sow Spirit seeds who will enter the kingdom of God.  

Jesus spent his entire ministry preaching and teaching his followers about the kingdom of

God and how different it was from their life experience.  He equipped his disciples and followers

with Spirit seeds.   And in today’s gospel reading from Luke, he is prepares to send them out two

by two into the surrounding towns and villages to sow seeds of the kingdom of God.  He warned

them that some people they met along the way would be receptive to the Spirit seeds, finding in

them the key to eternal life; while other people might reject them.   

For over 175 years, seeds from the Spirit Seed Company have been sown here at Central

Presbyterian Church.  They were sown and continue to be sown by preachers, by those who teach

Sunday School, confirmation and membership classes, and in your  Sunday morning worship

together.    

Four youth and two adults from this congregation will carry Spirit seeds within their

hearts to the upcoming Presbyterian Youth Triennium in Purdue, Indiana.   Our youth are Gus

Arndt, Maggie Dancy, Ernest Mitchell, and Emma Faber.  Adult delegates are Deacon Vincent

Henry and our Christian Educator, Patricia Pastas.  We will commission them later in this service. 

   

These six people will be ambassadors from Central Church, who will have ample

opportunity to sow Spirit seeds in their encounters with youth and adults from all over our

denomination.  They in turn will be fertile ground for Spirit seeds to be planted within them as

they worship, study and play with new sisters and brothers in Christ.   

In a few weeks, it will be time for Vacation Bible School.  Teachers and helpers are

already preparing themselves for Spirit seed planting in the hearts and lives of the children who

will be attending.  We ask for your help in recruiting children.  Registration forms are in the

Guild Room and in the church office.  People can also register on our website or by calling the

church office.  You can support us with your prayers and by bringing items which are listed in

our upcoming newsletter.   

Friends in Christ, we are all part of the over-arching plan of God, joining a long line of

Spirit seed planters who have gone before us.  We are now planting seeds for the future, as we

look for the time when the Great Season arrives and the final harvest will be gathered in.  And

we will celebrate together with joy the coming of God’s kingdom.  Thanks be to God!   Amen.


